138             THE  BRITISH   COLONIAL   EMPIRE
In 1767 the island passed from the Company to the
French Crown, and during the Napoleonic wars was used
as a base from which to attack British merchantmen. Accord-
ingly the British fitted out an expedition in India which
captured it in 1810. By the Treaty of Paris, 1814, the He
de France was formally ceded to Britain and its original
name of Mauritius was restored. The French laws and
customs, however, together with the language and the
Catholic religion, were left undisturbed, and Mauritius
remains largely French in character to this day, though in
every way loyal to the British Crown.
There are various scattered island dependencies, including
Rodriguez, with a population of 10,000 and local industries,
and the Chagos archipelago, of which the principal island
is Diego Garcia.
Mauritius has suffered much from hurricanes, epidemics
and other disasters, but despite these and the depression in
its staple industry, has weathered every storm, and looks
forward with some confidence to a more assured future.
THE SEYCHELLES
These "pearls of the Indian Ocean," as they are deser-
vedly and appropriately called, widely scattered as if loosened
from the thread, lie about 970 miles east of Zanzibar, the
centre and largest of the group, which numbers over ninety
islets, being Mahe, named after La Bourdonnais, the French
Governor of Mauritius. The population of the group is a
little over 30,000 and the capital is Port Victoria on Mahe,
with a good harbour. Mahe is about 930 miles from Mauritius.
The. other islands include Praslin, La Digue, Silhouette,
Felicite, Curieuse, North Island, Creticy and many other
subsidiary groups.
The islands were first settled from Mauritius and Reunion